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power in Djebel Shomer itself. Before long he saw himself
sole master of the whole mountain district But beyond 'Aja*
and Solma his sway did not extend, and the conquests made
by his brother in the south were according to the previous
stipulation given over to the Wahhabee monarch. 'Abd-Allah
too all his lifetime paid a stated tribute to Feysul, of whom he
was in fact a mere viceroy, while, the more to ensure the
support of his powerful neighbour and jealous benefactor, he
caused the Wahhabee religion to be recognized officially for
that of the new state, and encouraged the Nejdean Metow'wa'as
(a term already explained) in their zeal for the extirpation of
the many local superstitious practices still observed in Djebel
Shomer. He did not, however, neglect the while to strengthen
his own national influence, and to this end he had at an early
period contracted a marriage alliance with a powerful chieftain's
family of Dja'afer, his near kinsman by blood. Strong in the
support of this restless clan, who cared little about Wahhabee
dogmas and enactments which they well knew could never
reach them, he subdued with their help the rivalry of town and
country nobles, and gratified at once his own ambition and the
rapacity of his Bedouin allies by the measures that crushed his
domestic enemies and ensured his pre-eminence. Plots were
formed against him, broken, and formed again; hired assassins
dogged him in the streets, open rebellion broke out in the pro-
vince, but 7Abd-Allah escaped every danger and prostrated
every opponent, till his " star," less fickle if less famous than
that of the Corsican, became a proverb for good fortune in
Shomer; it was no other than his own calculating courage and
inflexible resolve. Yet his memory is scarcely a favourite with
the citizens of Ila'yel, little disposed to sympathize with Wall-
habees and Bedouins ; and the weight of the new government
pressed heaviest, as needs was, on the best and most thriving
portion of the general population.

Towards the latter part of his reign 'Abd-Allah took a mea-
sure eminently calculated, at least under the actual circum-
stances, to secure the permanence of his dynasty. Hitherto
he had dwelt in a quarter of the capital which the old chieftains
and the nobility had mainly chosen for their domicile, and
where the new monarch was surrounded by men his equals in
birth and of even more ancient title to command. But now he